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Jewish question is the assimilation of the race through Rus-
sian education. After a lengthy discussion the Council of
Ministers decided in favour of the bill But the Emperor
refused to1 sanction it and returned it to the Council with a
resolution that he would issue instructions on the subject
at a later period. This case aptly illustrates the difference
between the Jewish policy of my Cabinet and that of Stoly-
pin's. It is true that at the beginning of his administration
Stolypin was inclined to abolish some of the existing Jew-
ish disabilities. Fie drafted a memorandum on the subject
and submitted it to His Majesty, but the Emperor again
postponed the matter. In 1907 the Council of Ministers
under Stolypin's presidency took up the question of Jewish
disabilities and adopted a resolution that it was< necessary to
enter upon the road of gradual abolition of the existing
restrictions. The minutes of this session His Majesty re-
fused to sign.
A year later Stolypin reversed his policy and gradually
there arose in Russia an intense movement against the Jews,
which is both un-Christian and politically indefensible. At
present Jew-baiting is at its worst, and I believe that the
baiters themselves hardly know whither they are headed
and what they intend to achieve by this ruthless persecution.
One may not sympathize with the Jews, one may consider
them an accursed natiQn, Nevertheless, they are human
beings and Russian subjects, and there is no other method
of treating them than that which is adopted in all the civil-
ized countries, i.e., the method of gradually making them
full-fledged members of the communities where they reside.
In November, 1907, St. Petersburg was visited by Taft,
then Secretary of War and now President of the United
States. I remember having heard Roosevelt speak of him
in friendly and commending terms. In fact, it was Roose-
velt who has made him President in the hope that he would
be faithful to him, but, as it often happens, the two men are